COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

ELECTRONIC APPLICATION OF COLUMBIA
GAS OF KENTUCKY, INC. FOR AN
ADJUSTMENT OF RATES; APPROVAL OF
DEPRECIATION STUDY; APPROVAL OF
TARIFF REVISIONS; ISSUANCE OF A
CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE
AND NECESSITY; AND OTHER RELIEF

CASE NO.
2021-00183
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ORDER

On July 9, 2021, Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc. (Columbia Kentucky) filed a
motion requesting a deviation from the notice requirements of 807 KAR 5:001, Section
17(2)(b)(3). This regulation requires a utility to publish notice of a rate adjustment once
a week, for three consecutive weeks in a prominent manner in a newspaper of general
circulation in the utilities service area, with the first publication to be made no later than
the date the application is submitted to the Commission.

Columbia Kentucky explained that its request applied to only one of several
newspapers in Columbia Kentucky’'s service territory in which Columbia Kentucky
arranges publication of customer notices. Columbia Kentucky stated that the Woodford
Sun agreed to publish the notice for three consecutive weeks beginning on May 27, 2021.
The Woodford Sun did publish Columbia Kentucky’s customer notice for the first and
second consecutive weeks, with the first publication being May 27, 2021. However, on

June 10, 2021, which would have been the third publication date in the Woodford Sun,



the paper failed to publish the customer notice. Subsequently, the Woodford Sun
published Columbia Kentucky’s customer notice for the third time on June 17, 2021.

Columbia Kentucky asserts its customer notice publications in the Woodford Sun
commenced in accordance with 807 KAR 5:001, Section 17(2)(b)(3), and were published
a total of three times in that paper, but the final publication was not consecutive with the
first two publications. In support of its motion for deviation, Columbia Kentucky states
that no individual could reasonably claim to have been prejudiced by the one week delay
in publishing its customer notice in the Woodford Sun because the third publication in that
paper took place two weeks prior to the deadline for submitting requests for intervention,
and that ultimately, the notice was published in the Woodford Sun three times.

Having reviewed the motion and being otherwise sufficiently advised, the
Commission finds that Columbia Kentucky has established good cause to permit a
deviation from the notice requirement for the reasons that follow. The deviation that
Columbia Kentucky seeks only affects the third publication of its notice in one newspaper
out of several publications in several newspapers. The customer notice was published in
conformity with the regulation with the exception that the final publication in the Woodford
Sun was not consecutive with the first two publications in that paper. However, the third
publication of the customer notice occurred two weeks prior to the deadline for submitting
requests for intervention, providing ample time for any party interested in intervening to
do so.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Columbia Kentucky’s motion to deviate from
the Commission’s notice requirements set forth in 807 KAR 5:001, Section 17(2)(b)(3) is

granted.
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